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CHILDREN’S LIBRARIES AT THE 
CROSSROADS 


By Dororny NEAL White, Acting-Deputy Librarian, 
Dunedin Public Library 


IN 1943 New Zealand children have access to more books and to better 
books than has ever been their fortune in the past. 

The Country Library Service school division, which began opera- 
tions in 1942, and the Otago Education Board scheme initiated in 
1937, together with the facilities offered by many public libraries, 
have altogether helped to bring about a quiet revolution in the child’s 
world. The well-written and gaily illustrated library book which has 
entered home and school hasn’t made headlines like the bull-dozer, the 
free bottle of médicine and the state-controlled carton of honey, all of 
which appeared contemporaneously, but no whit less than they, has it 
helped to change the face of New ealand, or rather the mind behind 
the face. So far so good, books are here and more are on the way: 
but the children’s librarian in charge of junior service of one of our 
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large or medium-sized city libraries is faced with the problem “Where 
do we go from here? What are the relations of the public library to 
the public school ultimately to be? What shall be our relations with 
the Country Library Service, the Education Department, the Museum 
and the Education Board? What is the future of the children’s 
librarian? Is she ultimately to disappear and give place to the school 
librarian?” 

These questions seem to the writer to need answers. It would be 
possible to do nothing—to wait and see what happens or doesn’t 
happen—but as the changes which have taken place in adult library 
work during the last decade are the result of hard thinking and group 
discussion, similarly the issues in junior library service need to be 
clarified. In the draft programme of the 1943 conference, which was 
recently circulated to branches, no space was provided, nor time allot- 
ted for the discussion of the above questions. This article is an 
attempt to state some of the problems of children’s library work to- 
day, in the hope that the Wanganui conference may give the matter 
further consideration. 


C.L.S. SCHOOL SERVICE. 

The C.L.S. School Service covers all of New Zealand except Otago 
and Taranaki. Otago is still an Education Scheme and an autonomous 
unit, receiving occasional gifts of books from the larger body, but in 
other respects unconnected. The future holds two possibilities. Either 
Otago should join up with the government scheme and become part 
of centralized school library service run from Wellington, or on the 
other hand the C.L.S. service might follow a biological urge and 
undergo cell-division, in which case Auckland, Canterbury or Tara- 
naki, like Otago, would become separate units. To change the meta- 
phor, they would be more or less autonomous units in a loosely federa- 
ted system. The finance might still come from the central body, but 
could be organized like the funds at the disposal of the Education 
Boards, which are spent with reasonable limitations as those Boards 
chose. The points in favour of the second plan are as follows: 

A series of school services of the Otago type would mean possibly 
a pleasant diversity in development, if we can get a group of intelli- 
gent and enterprising young women to run them. Decentralisation 
would be healthier, sociologically speaking. Those on the “outer 
perimeter,” to borrow a phrase from the director of the Country Lib- 
rary Service, have some prejudices in favour of local autonomy and 
local enterprise. All the school library schemes under a “federal” 
system would adopt a certain unity of method in distribution, etc., in 
order that the teacher transferred from Bluff to Tauranga would not 
be faced with mastering a new and complex plan of library service. 
But apart from this, there would be opportunity for variations on the 
main theme. The very different character of each of the university 
libraries (and librarians) is an index of the vitality that is present 
in the university library world. An assistant who spent six months 
in each of these free libraries would find each broadening—in each 
library the emphasis is placed slightly differently though in each 
library basic principles of librarianship are followed. So with school 
library systems let us hope in the future. 

At least one trained children’s librarian is required in an education 
board district or sub-district to see that the wheels of the school lib- 
varies go round. Books, like patriotism, are not enough. People, 
trained and enthusiastic people, are needed not only to assist in the 
practical running of school libraries, but by conversation (if not a 
little mob oratory) to make teachers interested in library work, There 
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are sole-charge school teachers who want to discuss special reading 
problems of particular children, parents who want advice about the 
reading of the pre-school child, kindergarten students and so on want 
help. Work along these lines is carried out in many centres—Timaru 
is an outstanding exemple, but we are all aware of sundry virgin 
fields. More personnel is required, and the greater freedom such 
workers could be given -the finer the ultimate outcome. It should be 
noted that the total number of titles of children’s books which would 
be circulated in a library scheme with some standards of book selec- 
tion would be under 5,000! The Wilson Children’s catalog records 
,4000 odd titles, and my own list “Junior Books” about 2,000. The 
Wilson list contains numbers of American titles of little N.Z. interest, 
considerable teen-age material and some mediocre books which would 
be balanced by English titles excluded. 5,000 titles seems a generous 
estimate. It will be seen, therefore, that centralisation of junior 
service does not increase the range of material available. Otago or 
Auckland can own a complete range of children’s material quite com- 
fortably—centralisation only results in duplication of titles! 

Though book-selection could be decentralised purchasing could re- 
main centralised. Replacement buying which is the larger part of 
order work on the junior side, might be planned as it was in the Pitts- 
burgh school library service. Replacements were staggered over the 
year, i.e. Fiction, January and July; fairy-tales, Fabruary; picture 
books, March. Orders for the whole service were cumulated and larger 
discounts obtained by bulk purchasing. 

A central Wellington office of the School Library division, with the 
considerable burden of distribution removed from it, might undertake 
such work as the preparation of lists of reading references for use in 
project work, and other activities never possible before, because our 
children’s libraries, or rather children’s librarians, have had too much 
hewing of wood and drawing of water to do to worry about parlour 
tricks and graces. 


THESE TEACHING AIDS. 

In Otago the Education Board office distributes film strip, the school 
liaison officer sends round her magnificent cases of museum material, 
and the library rails its wicker hampers of books. In 1938 the library 
initiated a picture file, but maintaining taxed the juvenile staff of 
two, and the material collected was handed over to the school liaison 
officer. At present the teacher launching a school project writes to 
the board for film, museum for illustrative material, library for books. 
How much saner it would be if all these auxiliary services could be 
linked and films, books and museum material sent out together. The 
preparation of illustrative material could be done by a joint staff of 
museum and library. Sets of pictures on transportation, newspaper 
clippings and the like can be conceivably either museum or library 
province. No one wants to poach on someone else’s ground, but it 
would be more satisfactory for everyone if sooner or later a confer- 
ence could be arranged between museums, librarians and the Educa- 
tion Department to plan post-war policy. Let us decide who is 
responsible for what. 


TRAINING COLLEGES. 

What shall be the relationship of the children’s library to the 
training colleges? In most centres training college students use the 
children’s libraries, receive some elementary instruction in school 
library administration, some notion of the development of children’s 
literature during the last two decades. If, however, our school lib- 
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rary service is to develop we need a core of teachers who know a 
little more about library work than such odd items of knowledge that 
the Petershams are good writers and that locked cupboards don’t 
make a library. We need a panzer division of people who can run a 
library successfully in an intermediate school, and a larger group 
who will be able to organise project work with some knowledge of 
the source material to which their pupils are directed. We need first- 
class instruction in library work in the training colleges, and further 
the training colleges themselves should have libraries in which stu- 
dents can have a practical living experience of a library as the 
dynamo, backbone, central core or what-have-you of their curriculum. 
Shall children’s librarians try and do this job in the meantime or is 
it an association job to lobby and agitate for the Education Depart- 
ment to. initiate a reformed library programme in training colleges? 

Tied with the question of relationship to the training colleges is 
the question of the future of the children’s librarian. It seems prob- 
able that children’s library work as we know it to-day will in the 
urban areas become decentralised and be carried out through the 
school libraries. In a city like Dunedin it will be another case of 
cell-division. But we will still, I think, need children’s librarians as 
well as teacher librarians. 

These positions as children’s librarians should “be well-paid, and 
there should be some incentive to teacher-librarians who have had 
experience in both teaching and school library work to become regional 
children’s librarians. We don’t want librarians to be like the old- 
style physical culture people, very often only semi-educated, and 
always underpaid. In Dunedin we frequently see intelligent young 
people attracted away from library work to the training colleges, not 
because the work of teaching itself is preferred, but the money and 
the steady prospects for advancement are. It is difficult at present 
to answer the young recruit to children’s librarianship who asks 
“What of the future?” The answer cannot be given, unless one first 
has answers to the questions asked in the opening paragraph—What 
are the relations of the public library to the public schools ultimately 
to be? What shall be our relations with the Country Library Service, 
the Education Department, the Museum, the Education Board? In 
fact where do we go from here? ,One short article cannot answer 
these questions. Other contributors to this bulletin may. 


TRAINING COURSES 


CLOSING DOWN OF APPLICATIONS 


The Training Committee has decided that after 1944 applications 
for all parts of the General Training Course shall close with the 
Secretary on 31 January and 30 June each year. 

For this year the applications which were received at the end of 
January for admission to Part I of the course are being held over 
until 31 May, and further applications for admission at the same time 
will be received up to that date. 

All applications must be made on the official forms, which are 
available from the Secretary and must be accompanied by the fee of 
twenty-five shillings. 

Students may take Parts I and II together only on the recommenda- 
— of their tutor for Part I, and this permission will not be given 
lightly. 
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ANNUAL REPORT AND BALANCE SHEET 


FOR YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 1943 


In spite of war conditions and the difficulty of supply of books, 
library aa in New Zealand has been co-ordinated and extended 
during 1: 

Membership: The number of members at 31 December 1943 (com- 
pared with 1942) is shown below: 


1942 1943 
Hon. life members pa on an 4 3 
Institutional members és . 188 208 
Ordinary members ial wie. 1 191 
Affiliated institutions we sae 9 9 
378 411 


Post-war Library Development: An Interim Planning Committee 
was set up- by Council in August to consider the question of short- 
term and long-term employment of ex-service men and women. The 
committee has also been responsible for opening general discussion on 
the question of planning a programme for the post-war development 
of New Zealand library service. 

Carnegie Corporation of New York: The last instalment of the 
five-year grant made to the Association by the Carnegie Corporation 
of New York was paid in December 1942, and is held to our credit 
in the United States. The Council wishes again to record its appre- 
ciation of the generous assistance which the Carnegie Corporation 
has extended. As our expenses have been cut to a mniimum for the 
duration of the war, a large balance of this trust fund is still unex- 


nded. 

Frederick P. Keppel: With sincere regret we refer to the death on 
8 September 1943 of Dr. Frederick P. Keppel. It was due to his 
interest as President of the Carnegie Corporation of New York that 
the Munn-Barr Report was prepared; that leading New Zealand lib- 
rarians were enabled to visit libraries in Great Britain and the United 
States; that two library assistants were able to specialize in children’s 
library work at the Library School of Pittsburgh; and that this 
Association received grants of $29,000 to finance its development pro- 
gramme. In recognition of Dr. Keppel’s keen interest and the liberal 
financial support granted to us under his presidency, he was in 1935 
elected an Hon. Life member. 

Free Library Service: The Country Library Service reports that on 
31 March 1943 there were 43 county, borough or town district free 
libraries co-operating with the Service. 

Interloan: In August arrangements were made with the Country 
Library Service that in future libraries which do not know the location 
< books required shall send requests direct to the Country Library 

ervice, 

Library of Congress Catalog: Owing to difficulty of payment, the 
order from the N.Z.L.A. for one set of the L. of C. Printed Catalog 
was cancelled and taken over by the Country Library Service. The 
first 53 volumes of the set have been received. Representations were 
made to the Rockefeller Foundation that if any copies are being dis- 
—— free New Zealand’s claim for two further sets should be con- 
sidered. 

Binding Cloth: As libraries were not able to obtain suitable binding 
cloth in New Zealand, an order was placed by the Association in the 
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United States for 1,050 yards of buckram and 360 yards of Oxford 
book cloth. This material is being sold to institutional members of 
the Association. Application for a licence to indent further supplies 
has been made. 

United States Library of Information: News was received that a 
United States Library of Information is to be opened in Wellington, 
the object being to furnish writers, radio, press, missions, cultural 
bodies, speakers, teachers and scholars with information at a time 
when the usual authoritative sources are restricted. There will be a 
reading room open to the public. Miss Mary Parsons will be in charge 
of the library, which will be in Woodward Street. 

Staff: Doreen G. Bibby was reappointed Secretary from 21 Feb- 
ruary 1943. 


AEWS LIBRARY 

During the year AEWS Library has been available to Navy, Army 
and Air Force units in New Zealand and in the Pacific. Before AEWS 
Library commenced service the New Zealand Library Association, 
through the War Library Service, had already distributed, in the first 
three years of the war, 150,000 books, including 10,000 from public 
library stocks and 200,000 periodicals. In nine months of the past 
year, largely through the work of the Association’s members, 64,000 
books have been collected and handed over through the National 
Patriotic Fund Board for use in AEWS Library. 

Nor did the responsibility of Association members during the year 
cease with the supply of donated material. All the larger libraries 
and a number of the smaller institutions have assisted in providing 
interloan facilities to the Services through AEWS Library; some have 
assisted in local buying where AEWS Library Depots have been estab- 
lished, and elsewhere heavy demands have been made on public library 
staffs in providing reference and information services. Local librarians 
have worked freely with Depot librarians. The largest contribution 
has been made by the Country Library Service. This included the 
whole of the order-work for AEWS Library, the buying and processing 
of about 20,000 books, and meeting reference requests which could not 
be satisfied locally. The renting of AEWS Library depots at Whan- 
garei, Auckland, Blenheim and Christchurch, and the furnishing of 
these as well as the Hamilton and Dunedin depots has been done by 
the Country Library Service, which has also provided and equipped 
the headquarters depot of AEWS Library. The demands in time and 
energy on the staff during the year have been severe and there is no 
doubt that it has carried a very large part of the extra strain of the 
New Zealand library service. The General Assembly Library has also 
beens f considerable part in the research and reference work of the 
A ‘ 

At the same time no effective AEWS Library service would have 
been possible without the generous help of other libraries. The Wel- 
lington Public Library has provided housing for the Wellington depot, 
and the Dunedin Public Library has provided housing for the Dunedin 
depot. The request service has been possible only because the lib- 
raries at Auckland, Palmerston North, Wellington, Christchurch, 
Dunedin, Timaru, Whangarei, Napier and elsewhere have been willing 
to extend interloan facilities. At Palmerston North the public library 
not only provided a request service but also arranged for discussion 
material to be available and on display in the library. The extent of 
requests made by interloan has been considerable, and initially the 
service was entirely dependent on public, university and special lib- 
rary stock. Now about 50% of the demand is being met from AEWS 
Library stock. Requests being satisfied now amount to 1,500—2,000 
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per month. A large part of the demand is for technical material. 

It can be regarded as certain that AEWS Library, with the assist- 
ance of the New Zealand Library Association, has introduced a wide 
range of men to the facilities of library request service and to a know- 
ledge*® of the resources of New Zealand libraries. In the post-war 
world this knowledge will be valuable, and the library system which 
in war time has been used effectively by the Services will be relied 
upon the more confidently to provide assistance in rehabilitation and 
adjustment to a new civilian way of life. 


EXTRACTS FROM COMMITTEE REPORTS 


Bulletin. Convener, G. H. Scholefield. In view of the impossibility 
of obtaining suitable paper, NEW ZEALAND LIBRARIES has been issued 
without a cover since September 1943. The committee decided to con- 
tinue Volume VI to December, making a total of 16 numbers, and to 
make all future volumes correspond with the calendar year. 

Central Executive Committee of Council. Immediate Past President, 
J. Norrie. The Committee has met monthly to receive accounts and 
correspondence which could not be attended to by the Secretary, and 
to conduct the affairs of the Association which could not be deferred 
for full Council. The opinion of Council was sought by postal ballot 
whenever possible. 


Index to N.Z. Periodicals. General Editor, N. Gordon. The 1942 
cumulative annual index was published during the year. Council 
agreed to pay for printing the 1943 issues, and the first printed num- 
ber should appear early in 1944. Fifty-nine annual subscriptions are 
now being received. 

Interim Planning Committee. Convener, E. J. Carnell. On 20 August 
1943 an Interim Planning Committee was set up to report to the 
meeting of Council in February 1944 on the question of short-term and 
long-term employment of ex-service men and women. The November 
issue of NEW ZEALAND LIBRARIES was devoted almost entirely to post- 
war planning, and arrangements were made on the programme for 
the 1944 conference for full discussion on the subject. 

Librarians’ Salaries, Conditions and Qualifications. Convener, M. S. 
Fleming. The proposed Canterbury Local Bodies’ Librarians’ and 
Library Assistants’ Industrial Agreement was circulated, and various 
comments were received. 

Library Training. Convener, J. Harris. The General Training 
Course, launched in August 1942, has now brought the first batch of 
students to the end of Part I. This part was prepared by Miss Car- 
nell. Tutors were Messrs. John Barr, C. W. Collins, A. G. W. Dun- 
ningham, John Harris, and Misses A. M. Blackett and A. K. Elliot. 
Students numbered 48 at the beginning of the course. Of these only 
29 sat the final written examination in December 1943, and 27 were 
accorded passes by the Examining Board. For the session beginning 
in June 1943 there were 14 entrants. Part II (cataloguing and clas- 
sification). Some difficulty was experienced in preparation and in 
finding tutors, but it is hoped that the first section of the notes will 
be issued in March. The syllabus has been condensed in an attempt 
to complete the course by the end of 1944. Children’s Library Course. 
The second year began with seven students. One has withdrawn and 
two are badly behind with their work. 

General Remarks. War time contingencies and shortage of personnel 
for preparing notes and tutoring have severely hindered the course. 
It is proving in operation to have certain inherent weaknesses: it is 
slow, cumbersome and not very helpful to students in poorly-equipped 
libraries. Its slowness is a distinct disadvantage in a profession with 
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a relatively rapid turnover of personnel. Despite all defects, how- 
ever, the course is proving worthwhile. Miss Carnell’s notes provided 
just the stimulation that was needed by students. Tutors, Training 
Committee and the Association have all had experience which was 
essential before we could develop any fuller scheme. 

N.Z. Book Resources. Convener, G. T. Alley. The main ont this 
year has been the selection and ordering of stock from lists checked 
by libraries and from the 1941 Cumulative Book Index. The checking 
of this against the Union Catalogue was carried out by the Wellington 
Branch. Since the Book Resources Committee began operations the 
Country Library Service has ordered 2,850 volumes, to the value of 
£1,565 sterling, from titles which were shown not to be in any major 
N. z. library. 836 volumes have been received. 

The B.R. Committee in August recommended Council to alter the 
interloan procedure so as to lessen the time taken in locating books. 
Under the new scheme, which commenced on 18 October, libraries 
send in to the Country Library Service on the ordinary interloan cards 
all requests except such as are known by the requesting library to be 
held by a particular library. These requests are checked against the 
stock of Wellington libraries and the union catalogue, and such items 
as are not located are circulated weekly to the major libraries. Of 
the 235 cards received up to the end of January 1944, 161 items were 
located before the Book Resources Sheet was issued; the remaining 
74, together with 66 titles wanted by the Country Library Service, 
have appeared on the sheet. Of these 140 items, 72 have been located 
and the remainder are being considered for purchase. 

During 1943 the Central Bureau has recommended for special 
licence orders to the value of £14,168 14s as compared with £9,386 17s 
for 1942. Twenty-six libraries have obtained recommendations for 
special licence. The authority of the Bureau was extended this year 
to include adult fiction, and such orders have been recommended to 
the value of £1,050. The union catalogue is proving increasingly use- 
ful in locating books. Libraries are continuing to notify their acces- 
sions, and some 8,000 new entries have been added during the year. 
Some libraries, however, could improve their method of notification. 
It is recommended to the major libraries that they should send in 
their accessions on cards or slips, instead of using classified lists, 
which are cumbersome to check and often do not give enough informa- 
tion. 

Union List of Serials. Convener, J. Harris. Copies of the pre- 
liminary Check List have gone to all main libraries, which have been 
asked to check their holdings as rapidly as possible. A number of 
other libraries, particularly government department libraries in Wel- 
lington, have been requested to co-operate so as to make the Union 
List as comprehensive as possible. Realising that war-time difficulties 
will prevent the early completion of the main list, it was decided to 
compile in the meantime a list of the more important scientific and 
technical publications supplementary to holdings given in the Check 
List. Lists are now coming in satisfactorily, but the editing was held 
up until late in 1943 owing to the impossibility of securing competent 
paid assistance. This difficulty has now been overcome and the work 
is proceeding satisfactorily. Supplementary lists of scientific and 
technical serials have been received from AU, CM, CP, CR, CU, DP, 
DU, LiAg, PAg, PP, WCI, WFo, WGa, WLb, WP, WPh, WS, 
WTu, WU, WaP. 





BRANCHES AND SECTIONS 


Auckland Branch. Hon. Secretary, M. Peat. There were no genera] 
meetings during 1943, apart from the annual meeting. The present 
membership is 25. 


Canterbury Branch. Hon. Secretary, L. Rodda. There were no 
general meetings apart from the annual meeting. The Hospital Lib- 
rary Service, which was originally sponsored by three local organiza- 
tions, has now become the responsibility solely of the Branch. The 
Committee has considered carefully the agreement drawn up by the 
a of the Canterbury Local Bodies’ Officers’ Industrial Union 
of Workers. 


Otago Branch. Hon. Secretary, N. M. Mercer. During the year there 
were 7 executive and 7 general meetings. Subjects for discussion at 
the general meetings included: “What I think of camp libraries,” 
“Libraries I have worked in,” “American periodicals,” “Local collec- 
tions,” and “Post-war planning for libraries (with special reference 
to Otago).” Membership is: institutional 11, personal 27; an increase 
of 9 over 1942. Although the Branch carried out no concrete project 
during the year, there was a marked growth of interest in Library 
Association affairs. More and more members are coming to feel that 
they belong to a profession in the activities of. which their interest is 
stimulated by participation in Branch activities. 


Wellington Branch. Hon. Secretary, A. Woodhouse. Five well- 
attended meetings were held through the year. To assist the Book 
Resources Committee to procure copies of important books not already 
in the country, members of the Branch checked 1250 pages of the 1941 
Cumulative Book Index with the entries in the union catalogue. 
Approximately 4500 cards were typed or written for those items not 
found in the union catalogue. The project was completed in 54 -weeks. 
During the year the Chairman (Mr. W. L. Robertson) offered prizes of 
£10 and £5 for essays on the subject “What’s wrong with Libra 
Service in New Zealand?—a critical analysis.” Miss Carnell, Mr. J. 
Barr, and Mr. Somerset acted as judges and the prize-winners were 
Mervyn Nixon (Gisborne) and C. S. Perry (Wellington). Mr. Perry 
donated his prize to the funds of the Branch. The winning essays 
were published in NEW ZEALAND LIBRARIES for December. At the July 
meeting remits to the 1944 Conference were carried urging that the 
N.Z.L.A. should accept responsibility for planning New Zealand’s 
post-war system of library services and that a Planning Committee be 
set up. The subject of post-war planning has been discussed at several 
general meetings and three members of the Branch were appointed 
to the Interim Planning Committee set up by Council. 


Schools’ Section. Convener, E. F. Turner. After a period in 1942 
in which the Schools’ Section just managed to survive serious diffi- 
culties, the past year has seen increased activity and a renewed growth 
in membership, which is now: institutional 77, personal 5. In June 
a list of fiction books for post-primary schools was issued to all 
members of the Section. Lists on History and Biography are in 
preparation. The Committee also arranged to have short lists of 
books suitable for post-primary school libraries published monthly in 


the “Education Gazette.” 
E. MELVILLE, President. 
G. T. ALLEY, Hon. Secretary. 
DOREEN G. BIBBY, Secretary. 
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NEW ZEALAND LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, INC. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 
31 DECEMBER 1943. 
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By Subscriptions 
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By Subscriptions 
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Sed.) 








(Sgd.) DOREEN G. BIBBY, 
Secretary. 


SIXTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT 


ABSTRACT OF MINUTES 


The sixteenth Annual Meeting was held at the Central Library, 
Wellington, on Friday, 14 April. There were 40 persons present, rep- 
resenting 51 votes. Miss E. Melville, President, occupied the chair. 

In welcoming members and delegates, the President made appro- 
priate reference to the presence of Miss M. P. Parsons, Librarian of 
the United States Library of Information recently established in Wel- 
lington. Miss Parsons, in reply, extended special greetings from the 
American Library Association. She said also that she had been asked 
by the Library of Congress to watch for New Zealand publications 
which would be useful to research students, and she asked members 
to draw her attention to any small pamphlets or programmes which 
might be likely to pass unnoticed. 

Apologies were received from Miss A. K. Elliot, Messrs. H. Green- 
wood and H. C. D. Somerset. 

Annual Report: On the motion of G. H. Scholefield and W. J. Harris 
br — of the Council for the year ended 31 December 1943 was 
adopted. 

Balance Sheets: On the motion of W. S. Wauchop and J. Rawson 
the statements of receipts and payments, assets and liabilities for the 
year were confirmed. 

Agenda: The President announced that Council had decided to cancel 
the 1944 Conference, and said it was proposed that all notices of 
motion on the agenda paper would therefore be discussed at the 
Annual Meeting. 

Library Training: On the motion of W. J. Harris and D. N. White 
it was resolved that the training committee be asked the possibility 


<= (a) speeding up the course; (b) providing better facilities for 
ition. 
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_ Books and Magazines: On the motion of J. Norrie and W. J. Harris 
it was resolved: That the Library Association take steps to formulate 
a scheme for indenting books and magazines for libraries belonging 
to the Association. 


Union of Library Employees: The notice of motion submitted by the 
Canterbury Branch asking that the Association take what steps it can 
to encourage a national professional union of library employees was 
rejected by Council as being outside the scope of the Association’s 
activities. Members were reminded that there is in existence a New 
Zealand Society of Library Employees. 

Planning for Post-War Library Development: Two notices of motion 
from the Wellington Branch on the subject of planning New Zealand’s 
post-war system of library services were proposed and seconded pro 
forma, but on the motion of W. S. Wauchop and E. J. Carnell the 
following amendment was carried: That the fourth and fifth notices 
of motion on the agenda paper be deferred until such time as the 
Association is able to hold a full conference. 


Library Service for Prisons and Hospitals: On the motion of C. W. 
Collins and G. T. Alley it was resolved: That the Council and Plan- 
ning Committee (if set up) be instructed to consider means of pro- 
viding an adequate book service (a) for the inmates of prisons, and 
(b) for patients in all hospitals, including mental institutions and 
sanatoria; and that the Council take such immediate action as is 
possible. 

Election of Officers: The officers elected for the year 1944-5 and 
committees set up by Council, appear elsewhere. 

General Discussion: There was some discussion on the question of 
planning post-war library development. Mr. W. L. Robertson thought 
that every effort should be made to hold a conference in 1944, so that 
the proposals could be discussed as soon as possible. Miss Melville 
stressed the importance of laying down a firm financial basis, and said 
one of the earliest steps should be to get the co-operation of local 
bodies and educational authorities. Miss A. M. Blackett thought the 
Association should have been more active in preparing a plan on the 
question of rehabilitation. Mrs. White and Mr. Collins thought there 
was need for more surveying of present conditions. Mr. J. Barr said 
he thought the library services had not materially changed in the last 
ten years, and that there was no need for another field survey. A 
survey should be made, however, of the integration of the library as a 
unit with all other social activities of the community. When the 
Munn-Barr report was prepared neither he nor Mr. Munn had thought 
of the regional solution offered by Mr. McColvin in his survey of the 
English library services. New Zealand had government libraries, 
university libraries and public libraries, representing local authorities, 
national authorities and county authorities. There was a need for 
these authorities to get together and thrash out what would be the 
best unit of administration for library development in New Zealand. 
Mr. Barr thought a survey and co-ordination of the different library 
authorities must precede any development of satisfactory library ser- 
vice. There should be a mandatory change in the law to put libraries 
on a basis somewhat comparable with education. At present no dis- 
trict could say that it would not have a school, but any city or borough 
could decide not to establish a library. 

Investiture of President: At the conclusion of the meeting, the new 
President, Miss A. M. Blackett, was invested with the presidential 
badge by the retiring President. A vote of thanks to the outgoing 
President was carried by acclamation. 
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N.Z.L.A. MEMBERSHIP 
NEW ELECTIONS RATIFIED 


= Seng new members were elected at the Council meeting on 
14 April: 

Institutional members: South Otago High School, Papanui Branch 
Technical College, Eltham Borough Council, Hamilton High School, 
Kaikoura District High School, Napier Boys’ High School, Northcote 
District High School, Palmerston North Intermediate School, Riverton 
District High School, Stratford Technical High School, Timaru Girls’ 
High School, Wanganui Technical College, Wellington East Girls’ 
College, Whakatane District High School. 

Ordinary members: Misses E. Anderson (Auckland), J. Blyth (Pal- 
merston North), M. C. Bone (Auckland), U. D. Bonthron (R.N.Z.A.F. 
Te Awamutu), Mrs. E. O. Buxton (Otago University), Misses M. L. 
Churchill (Rongotea), J. M. Coutts (Otago University), K. Cunneen 
(Palmerston North), B. Dromgool (Auckland), Mrs. A. L. Ferguson 
(Auckland), Misses F. E. Gresham (R.N.Z.A.F. Hamilton), B. Guy 
(Auckland), H. Johansen (Palmerston North), B. Liggins (Palmerston 
North); D. McDonald (Dunedin), Misses M. D. McGlashan (Grey- 
mouth), M. A. R. Mackenzie (Otago University). 

The following resignations were accepted: H. T. Atkinson (Wel- 
lington), Miss M. H. Broadhead (Christchirch); E. B. Ellerm (Auck- 
land); Misses P. Harkness (Wellington), A. C. Lile (Auckland), I. E. 
R. Mason; E. G. Payton (Dunedin), Misses M. Proctor and I. M. 
— E. E. Walker (Nelson); A. S. Wickens (Wel- 
lington). 


OFFICERS 4\1944-45 


Patron: Rt. HON. P. FRASER, Prime Minister. 
President: MISS A. M. BLACKETT (Wanganui). 
Immediate Past President: MISS E. MELVILLE (Auckland). 
Vice-Presidents: J. BARR (Auckland), C. W. COLLINS (Christ- 
church), W. J. GAUDIN (Wellington), J. NORRIE (Wellington), 

J. J. SCOTT (Wanganui). 

Council: M. L. BROWN (Wellington), E. J. CARNELL (Wellington), 
H. GREENWOOD (Palmerston North), W. J. HARRIS (Dune- 
din), C. S. PERRY (Wellington), W. L. ROBERTSON (Welling- 
ton), H. C. D. SOMERSET (Feilding), D. N. WHITE (Dunedin). 

Hon. Secretary-Treasurer: G. T. ALLEY (Wellington). 
Hon. Assistant Secretary-Treasurer: M. S. FLEMING (Wellington). 
Hon. Editor: D. N. WHITE (Dunedin). 
Hon. Auditor: B. O. PETERSON (Wellington). 
Hon. Counsel and Hon. Solicitor: J. O'SHEA (Wellington). 
Secretary: DOREEN G. BIBBY, c/o Country Library Service, Private 
Bag, Wellington. 


STANDING COMMITTEES 


Bulletin: D. N. White (convener), M. M. Begg, A. H. Fache, W. J. 
Harris. 

Central Executive Committee of Council: Wellington members of Coun- 
cil and any other members of the Council who may be in 
Wellington when a meeting is being held. 
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Index to N.Z. Periodicals: N. Gordon (convener), M. M. Begg, K. 
Buchanan, N. Mercer, J. Monro. 

Laney Legislation: C. S. Perry (convener), G. T. Alley, W. J. Gaudin, 

. D. H. Hall, E. Melville, G. H. Scholefield. 

Libracy Training: G. T. Alley (convener), J. Barr, E. J. Carnell, C. W. 
Collins, J. Monro, D. M. White, M. P. oe. 

N.Z. Book Resources: G. T. Alley (convener), J. Barr, C. W. Collins, 
W. J. Harris, J. Norrie, M. P. Parsons, G. H. Scholefield. 

Union List of Serials: W. J. Harris (convener), M. L. Brown, C. W. 
Collins, G. H. Scholefield. 

The President and Hon. Secretary are ex officio members of all com- 
mittees set up for the year 1944-5. 


COMMITTEES AD HOC 


Planning Committee [To comment on proposals for regional develop- 
ment of library services to be made by the Government Country 
Library Service]: E. J. Carnell (convener), J. Barr, W. J. Gaudin, 
E. Melville and C. S. Perry, with power to co-opt a member to 
represent smaller libraries. 

School and Children’s Libraries [To prepare recommendations for sub- 
mission to the next Council meeting and later to the Planning 
Committee in connection with the development of library service 
eam K. E. Harvey (convener), E. F. Turner, and D. N 

ite 

University and Special Libraries [To report to the next Council 
meeting on points concerning the development of university and 

penn library service which should be considered ad the main 
anning committee]: C. W. Collins (convener), M. L. Brown, 
W. J. Harris and G. H. Scholefield. 


COUNCIL, PROCEEDINGS 


OUTGOING COUNCIL—14 APRIL 


Present: Miss E. Melville (in the chair), G. T. Alley, J. Barr, A. M. 
Blackett, E. J. Carnell, C. W. Collins, A. G. W. Dunningham, M. S. 
Fleming, W. J. Gaudin, J. Harris, J. Norrie, C. S. Perry, G. H. Schole- 
field and D. N. White. Apologies from Miss A. K. Elliot and H. C. D. 
Somerset. 

Library Workers’ Agreement: The Hon. Secretary reported that an 
agreement had been reached between five of the smaller local bodies 
in Canterbury and the Canterbury Local Bodies’ Officers’ Industrial 
Union of Workers. Several members of the N.Z.L.A. Council were 
present at the proceedings. The Award followed the salary scales in 
force elsewhere, and could be regarded as of a temporary nature. 

Underpaid Subscriptions: The Secretary reported that 15 institu- 
tional members had paid the higher subscription rate allocated to 
them, and that a total of £14/15/- had been received in additional 
subscriptions. 

Check List of Serials: On the motion of W. J. Harris and G. H. 
Scholefield it was resolved that the remaining copies of the Check List 
be bound and that one be allocated to the Medical School of Dunedin. 
A further sum of £50 was voted to be spent on assistance before 
March 1945, and a sum, approximately £12, was allocated for cata- 
logue cabinets. 

Palmerston North Branch: On the motion of G. T. Alley and G. H. 
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Scholefield Council approved of the formation of a Branch of the New 
Zealand Library Association to be known as the Palmerston North 
Branch, covering the area from Palmerston North to Taihape in the 
north, across to Wanganui on the west, thence down the coast to Fox- 
ton, across to Levin and Eketahuna in the south, and to Dannevirke 
on the east, including all the area within that boundary. 

Minutes of Council and Central Executive Meetings: In response to 
a letter from the Wellington Branch, dated 3 March, it was resolved 
that Council arrange for abstracts of minutes of the Central Execu- 
tive Committee and Council to appear in the ensuing issue of NEW 
ZEALAND LIBRARIES. 

Reports of Standing Committees: The following motion submitted 
by the Wellington Branch was carried: That Council consider whether 
the reports of standing committees should either be duplicated and 
distributed with the bulletin or printed in summary form in the bulle- 
tin in order to make Branch discussion more effective. It was also 
resolved that, arising out of the resolution just passed, Council is of 
opinion that publication in NEW ZEALAND LIBRARIES of the Central 
Executive Committee minutes, Council minutes, and annual reports 
should keep members adequately informed of the affairs of the 
— (Captain Dunningham recorded his vote against this 
motion 

Wellington Branch Essay Competition: Members of the Central 
Executive reported on the action taken, and one of the judges (Miss 
Carnell) supported the application from the Wellington Branch. The 
action of the Central Executive Committee was endorsed. . 

Book Binding Cloth: The Secretary reported that an application 
had been made to the Customs Department for a licence to import 
cloth from the United States, but a licence had been granted only 
for imports from the United Kingdom. The matter was left in the 
hands of the Central Executive Committee with power to act. 

Rockefeller Foundation: The Secretary reported that an applica- 
tion had been made to the Foundation for two additional sets of the 
L. of C. Printed Catalog. The Director had replied that the routine 
for distribution was set up in the International Bureau of the A.L.A., 
to which the Association’s request had been forwarded. 

Conference Venue: The Librarian of the Timaru Public Library 
wrote (19 January) stating that the Borough Council had recommended 
that the next conference be held in Timaru. It was decided to thank 
Timaru for the invitation, which would be submitted to Council for 
consideration after the postponed conference had been held at Wan- 
ganui. 

Biographical Dictionary: The N.Z. Women Writers’ and Artists’ 
Society wrote stating that it was considering publishing a biographical 
dictionary of New Zealand writers and artists, and asking whether the 
Association or its individual members could provide information and 
assist financially. It was decided that the Association could not 
assist financially, but member libraries would be willing to co-operate 
in supplying information for the compilation. 

Index to N.Z. Periodicals: It was resolved that Council authorize 
Miss Gordon to spend up to £10 on catalogue cards, sorting trays, paid 
assistance and other general expenses. 


Interim Planning Committee: The report of the Interim Planning 
Committee was received; the Committee was thanked for the work 
it had done, and the recommendation that Council should reconstitute 
a Planning Committee and should clarify its duties and powers was 
referred to the incoming Council. 


1944 Conference: On the motion of Mr. Harris, seconded by Dr. 
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Scholefield, it was resolved that in view of the fact that it seems 
— to hold a conference this year, the 1944 conference be can- 
celled. 

Honoraria: The matter of honoraria for honorary officers was re- 
ferred to a sub-committee consisting of J. Barr, C. W. Collins, W. J. 
Gaudin and E. Melville, to report before the Annual Meeting. 

Hon. Secretary: A recommendation from the Central 
Executive Committee regarding division of work between the Hon. 
Secretary and Secretary was appro’ 

Votes of Thanks: The retiring officers and conveners of standing 
committees were thanked for the great deal of work they had done 
during the past year. 

Honoraria: At the recommendation of the sub-committee, it was re- 
solved that the following honoraria be paid: Hon. Secretary £10/10/-; 
Hon. Editor, £10/10/-; Hon. Auditor, £2/2/-; Convener of Committee 
on Union List of Serials, £5/5/-; Convener of Committee on Index to 
N.Z. Periodicals, £5/5/-. 


INCOMING COUNCIL—14 APRIL 


Present: A. M. Blackett (in the chair), G. T. Alley, J. Barr, M. L. 
Brown, E. J. Carnell, C. W. Collins, M. S. Fleming, J. Harris, E. Mel- 
ville, J. Norrie, C. S. Perry, W. L. Robertson, D. N. White, and the 
Secretary. 

Casual Vacancy: On the motion of W. J. Harris and C. S. Perry, 
Mr. H. Greenwood (Palmerston North) was appointed to fill the casual 
vacancy on the Council created by the election of Miss M. S. Fleming 
to the office of Hon. Assistant Secretary. 

Interim Planning Committee: The recommendation from the Interim 
Planning Committee that Council should reconstitute a Planning Com- 
mittee was discussed at some length. Mr. Harris thought the Interim 
Committee should have paid more attention to rehabilitation and 
should have approached the rehabilitation boards with a request for 
assistance on some specific projects. Miss Carnell thought that re- 
habilitation would automatically be provided for if library develop- 
ment were guaranteed by a good enough plan. Miss Melville wanted 
to know how the Association would be able to implement any plans 
it might prepare. As a local body representative, she related some 
of the difficulties she had encountered in trying to get a free service 
for the Auckland Public Libraries. Local bodies had to be convinced 
before they would find any extra money for it. The Association’s 
first job was to create a public opinion which would make it not 
decent for local bodies not to spend money on what had become the 
widest type of adult education. Mr. Perry suggested that the problem 
would be solved if the Planning Committee were composed of repre- 
sentatives of the various bodies controlling libraries, i.e., the govern- 
ment, university colleges, local authorities, the municipal and coun- 
ties associations. It should be a substantial body which could speak 
for all the different library interests. The plan would be an agree- 
_ ment among representatives. Mr. Alley said that the Country Library 
Service had shown that if a working plan with some merit were pre- 
pared, the success it had was the best advertisement, and all the 
shouting, talking and broadcasting had nothing to do with it. 
Enlightenment about the necessity for good library service would not 
come all of a sudden—it would be gradual. The aim of the Associa- 
tion should be to produce a plan that worked. Mr. Harris thought it 
was one thing to have a fairly clear idea of where the Association 
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was aiming, and a different thing altogether to get that idea put into 
practice. They should seize every opportunity of putting into prac- 
tice certain aspects which would be so successful that there would be 
a. demand for them to be extended. The A.E.W.S. was having a big 
influence on men in the army; that was one step in a 

There should be a planning committee which would be ready to seize 
opportunities as they occurred. Mr. Alley stated that the C.L.S. was 
preparing a plan which would develop as a regional one, and they 
would welcome comments from the Association. 

The following resolutions were carried: 


. That this Council appreciates the opportunity of conferring with 
the Director of the Country Library Service on the question of 
regional library development, and appoints a committee composed 
of E. J. Carnell (convener), J. Barr, W. J. Gaudin, E. Melville 
and C. S. Perry, with power to co-opt a member to represent 
smaller libraries, to comment on the scheme to be submitted. 


. That the question of setting up a more general planning committee 
with wider terms be considered at the next Council meeting. 
(For other sub-committees appointed see last page.) 


Books and Magazines: The question of formulating a scheme for 
indenting books and magazines for libraries belonging to the Associa- 
tion was referred to the Book Resources Committee. 


Prisons and Hospitals: The resolution passed by the Annual Meet- 
ing on book services to inmates of prisons, hospitals, mental institu- 


tions and sanatoria, was commended to the attention of the Planning 
Committee. 


Returning Officer: It was resolved that the Secretary be instructed 
to conduct all elections for the year 1944-45. 

New Zealand Libraries: On the motion of D. N. White and C. S. 
Perry Council approved of a policy of special numbers for the bulletin. 

Trustees: On the motion of E. Melville and C. W. Collins, it was 
resolved that G. T. Alley, M. S. Fleming and J. Norrie be appointed 
trustees of the Association’s accounts. On the next issue of War 
Loans the Association is to take up £500 at the best interest rate that 
is offering. 

The date of the next Council meeting was left to the Central Exe- 
cutive Committee. 

A vote of thanks to Mr. Norrie for the use of rooms and for hospi- 
tality was carried by acclamation. 


LIBRARY TRAINING COMMITTEE 
REPORT TO COUNCIL 


In its report to Council on 13 April the Training Committee recom- 
mended that a statement be issued to all applicants for admission to 
the training course warning them of the difficulties of completing the 
course without practical experience in a well equipped library and 
accessibility to library tools, and also warning assistants engaged in 
temporary libraries (such as the Air Force stations and A.E.W.S.) 
that no guarantee could be made that positions would be available in 
other libraries to students who had completed the course. 

Part I: Arrangements have been made for rewriting questions for 
Part I for the third batch of students. Part II: It was decided that 
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tutoring be divided by sections and not by students. The following 
are being asked to tutor for this Part: G. T. Alley, M. G. Campbell, 
A. E. Minchin, J. Monro, W. J. Harris and either H. G. Miller or 
C. W. Collins. Part III: An offer from the Director of the Country 
Library Service to release Mrs. Monro on a part-time basis to write 
Part III was accepted. ; 

The Committee recommended to Council (inter alia): The need 
jae 3 ee to the standards of admission laid down in the original 
syllabus. 

That no information as regards individual marking should be made 
available after examinations, but that where the examiners recommend 
a student as having done exceptionally well, he should be given a 
special mark of merit. 

That where a student has completed the course for a Part of the 
General Training Course to the satisfaction of the tutor, but has been 
unable to sit the examination, he should be allowed to sit the next 
examination which is held, without further work; such student to be 
notified of this ruling. 

That an honorarium of £3 per monthly section be paid for contri- 
butions for Part II of the General Training Course. 

That an honorarium of £15 be paid to Miss Carnell for writing 
those sections of Part I of the General Training Course which she 
completed in her own time. 


WHANGAREI BOROUGH COUNCIL. 
FIRST ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN 


The Whangarei Borough Council invites applications for the posi- 
tion of First Assistant Librarian at the Whangarei Public Library, at 
a commencing salary of £156 per annum, plus 5% plus 2/6 per week. 
Conditions of appointment may be obtained from the Secretary, care 
Country Library Service, Private Bag, Wellington, or from the Town 
Clerk, Whangarei. 

Applications close at 4 p.m. on MONDAY 8 May 1944. 


EDUCATION CONFERENCE 


INVITATION TO LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


THE Minister of Education, Hon. H. G. R. Mason, under 
date 17 April, extends to the New Zealand Library Associa- 
tion an invitation to send one delegate to a conference on 
post-war developments in education which is to be held at 
Christchurch on 22 to 25 August. 

In his letter the Minister says “It is becoming increasingly 
evident . . . that after the war there must be a great expansion 
in the scope of education, particularly to cater for those be- 
low and beyond the present limits of compulsory schooling. 
It is equally evident that genuine advances in education, 
although they may be fostered by a Government, cannot 
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simply radiate from some central authority. The great bulk 
of the peor: must not only understand what is afoot, but 
must also take an active part in working out the kind of 
education system they want for themselves and their child- 
ren. For this reason I trust that your organization will wel- 
come, as I do, this opportunity to discuss with representa- 
tives of other bodies aeruanl in education, both lay and 
professional, practical questions to which none of us alone 
can find satisfactory answers. I can assure you that your de- 
liberations will have a definite effect on educational policy 
in New Zealand.” 


The conference will be as free as possible to decide its 
scope and procedure, but as there will be from 80 to 100 
delegates the four days meetings will have to be organized 
with a rigid economy of time. In particular, it is suggested, 
the range of topics must be limited unless discussion is to be 
superficial. As half the delegates will represent organiza- 
tions not directly connected with teaching or schools, it is 
suggested that the problems discussed should be rather of 
definite public and national interest than purely profes- 
sional or administrative. “For this reason,’ Mr. Mason 
writes, “I am suggesting that the conference devote most of 
its time to mies of topics which are, so to speak, on 
the growing edge of the education system, and which are the 
subject of great public interest at the moment.” 


Questions which appear to be urgent in the minds of 
parents, teachers, and the general public include: 


(1) Should there be a further development of pre-school 
facilities for children under the age of five years? 


) How can the Government and other interested organiza- 
tions assist in developing increased facilities for the cul- 
tural and leisure-time activities of adolescent youth and 
young people beyond the school leaving age? 


(3) How can the community develop better facilities for 
adult education, and what part should the State play in 
this development? 


These problems are not yet covered by a fully-developed 
policy, and the Government is anxious to have the views of 
the conference. Suggestions for modifications or extension 
are welcomed, and the agenda paper will be drawn up on the 
strength of replies to the letters of invitation. 


The Library Association is invited, in common with other 
organizations, to nominate its delegate as soon as possible 
and to make suggestions of topics for the agenda. It is also 
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asked, before 15 June, to furnish reports or schemes setting 
out its policy or ideas on any of the topics in the form of a 
reasoned case. 

“I can assure you,” the Minister continues, “that even if 
the conference cannot handle all the topics raised in such 
reports, they will receive the Government's most careful con- 
sideration, and may well form the basis for a series of more 
limited meetings at a later date.”” He indicates that the con- 
ference may see fit to set up commissions or consultative com- 
mittees to enquire further into some of the problems raised. 
“I am most anxious,” he says, “to leave the conference free 
to run its own affairs, and I am convinced that it will make 
a real contribution to educational progress in New Zealand.” 


BRANCH NOTES 


WELLINGTON 


At the meeting of the Wellington Branch on 7 March Mr. 
C. S. Perry presided over a large attendance. The business of 
the meeting consisted in arranging a programme of work and 
meetings through the year, and groups were formed to work 
on the following projects: 


Formulation of a cataloguing code for New Zealand. 


. Writing of Part III of the general training course 
(Book Stock). 


Book resources selection. 


4. Expansion of Dewey’s History and Travel numbers for 
New Zealand. 


A programme of meetings was also arranged, at which the 
groups will report progress, and various topics will be dis- 
cussed, such as the work of the U.S. Information Library; 
why books cost so much in New Zealand; books in the 
A.E.WS., etc. 

After the business was disposed of Mrs. Melcalf, of the 
U.S. Information Library, gave a brief talk on the official 
documents issued by the 200 or so departments and agencies 
publishing them, and Dr. Scholefield examined the nature 
of the various official New Zealand publications, such as 
Hansard, the Journals and Appendices of the House, Stat- 
utes, Gazettes, etc. 
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OTAGO 


The annual meeting, held on 22 March, was exceptionally 
well attended. Lt. Sandall, of the Canterbury Branch, was a 
welcome visitor. : 

The following office-bearers were elected: President, Mrs. 
M. Begg; secretary, Miss N. M. Mercer; committee, Misses 
A. Fache, S. Foote, N. Gordon, M. Watson, Mrs. D. White 
and Mr. J. Harris; branch correspondent: Miss B. Randle. 

There was a further discussion on the final draft of the 
post-war plan for libraries in Otago. This was followed by 
suggestions for the 1944 branch programme. 

Lt. Sandall then gave an informal and interesting outline 
of the work undertaken by Massey College Library. 

The usual discussion followed while supper was served. 


PERSONAL 


Miss Leslie Callaway, until recently librarian of the 
Hawera Public Library, last October announced her mar- 
riage to Sub. Lt. M. P. Hirtzel, R.N.Z.V.R., who is in peace- 
time a member of the staff of the Bank of Australasia. 


Mr. E. G. Payton has resigned from the Dunedin Public 
Library staff to enter the Baptist College, Auckland. 


Mrs. E. Buxton has been appointed as a junior assistant 
to the Otago University Library staff. 


Miss M. Parsons, librarian in charge of the American Lib- 
rary in Wellington, has joined the N.Z. Library Association. 
She is a member of the new Training Committee and of the 
Book Resources Committee. 


The library service of Australia has suffered a great loss 
in the death, at the age of 61, of Hubert Rutherford Purnell, 
head of the Public Library of South Australia. Born in 
Oxford, England, he entered the Bodleian Library there and 
later became assistant librarian at Queen’s College. He was 
librarian in charge at Croydon before coming to Adelaide in 
1913. Mr. Purnell took a leading part in library organisa- 
tions in Australia and was president in 1939 of the Institute 
of Librarians. He was a Fellow of the Library Association. 
In World War I he served in the Australian Artillery. Mr. 
H. Greenwood, librarian at Palmerston, was for thirteen 
years under Mr. Purnell at Adelaide. 
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NATIONAL PATRIOTIC FUND BOARD 


WAR LIBRARY SERVICE 


N.Z. LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


MoRE than 80,000 books carrying this stamp have been added 
to’ the stock of the A.E.W.S. Library for the use of men and 
women in all three branches of the armed forces. 

Your plans for the year 1944-5 will now be under way. 
Amongst those plans you are asked to make an estimate of 
the number of ks per month which you will aim at col- 
lecting from your public and notify the Director, Country 
Library Service, of your estimate. Remember that public 
libraries are the accredited agents of the National Patriotic 
Fund Board for this purpose. 


Once more you are reminded of the necessity for vigorous 
sorting of the material handed in by the public. Handing 
over unusable material wastes time and does harm to the 
reputation of New Zealand librarianship. 


If in b coe town there is a Regional Committee of the 
= 


‘ducation Welfare Service it may be useful to contact 
its Chairman and discuss with him the possibility of setting 
up a Book Collecting Sub-committee. 


New Zealand librarians are not alone in this labour of col- 
lecting books from the public. Here is the stamp which 
appears in some millions of books collected in book drives 
in America, “A.L.A.” of course stands for “American Lib- 
rary Association,” “A.R.C.” for “American Red Cross,” and 
“U.S.O.” for “United Services Organisation.” 


GIFT OF THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED 
STATES THROUGH THE VICTORY BOOK 
CAMPAIGN (A.L.A. A.R.C. U.S.O) 
TO THE ARMED FORCES AND MERCHANT 
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